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1 Claim. 


This invention relates to the electrical art and 
particularly to a method and means of support- 
ing electrical conductors in the nature of cables 
or the like which have heretofore been carried 
in conduit to meet the requirements of practice 
as developed to date. 

The primary object of this invention is to 
provide means for supporting electric cable in 
operative position where the same will be desir- 
ably remote from portions of a building structure 
wherein the cable is suspended, without the em- 
ployment of expensive, presently critical conduit. 

A further aim of the instant invention is the 
provision of an unique, novel and effective 
method of quickly installing electric cable 
through the intermediacy of clamps and anchor- 
ing members designed to preclude the occurrence 
of “uncoupling” force at the ends of the cable 
and to suspend the cable in effective, operable 
and safe positions. 

A still further object of the invention is the 
provision of supporting means for flexible elec- 
tric cables which may be quickly and easily ap- 
plied, relatively inexpensive to manufacture, yet 
embodying all of the structural details necessary 
to suspend a cable in a manner as satisfactory 
as though the same were mounted in a conduit. 

Further objects of the invention will appear 
during the course of the following specification, 
referring to the accompanying drawings, where- 
in: 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatical view illustrating the 
method and means of installing flexible electric 
cable in accordance with the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged condensed elevational de- 
tailed view illustrating the manner of applying 
the clamp and anchoring member at the end of 
the cable. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view illustrating two ele- 
ments of one form of the clamp in a separated 
condition. 

Fig. 4 is a detailed sectional view taken on 
line IV—IV of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view of a clamp per 
se illustrating another another form thereof. 

Fig. 6 is an edge elevational view of the clamp 
shown in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a side elevational view of a clamp em- 
bodying a modified form of the invention. 

Fig. 8 is an edge elevational view of the clamp 
shown in Fig. 7; and 

Fig. 9 is a cross sectional view taken on line 
IX—IX of Fig. 7. ‘ 

Heretofore it has been customary, and the 
practice of engineers to install flexible electric 
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cable in solid conduit. Under the present cir- 
cumstances, said conduit is difficult to obtain and 
since it is made of critical material, becomes un- 
desirable to use because such materials are need- 
ed for the production of supplies for war. 

The necessity of speed in erecting factories 
and the necessity of frequently shifting the posi- 
tion of machinery further renders the use of 
solid conduit for electric cables, objectionable. 

With the foregoing problem in mind, the fol- 
lowing described method and means of support- 
ing electrical cable has been developed and ac- 
cepted. 

When buildings 10 are to be provided with a 
number of machines or the like. 12, said building 
usually is equipped with a conduit {4 wherein is 
disposed the feed lines carrying current for oper- 
ating machines 12. The cable [6 that is usually 
flexible and covered with insulating material, 
extends from conduit 14 to machine 12, and must 
be suspended so that the ends will not acci- 
dentally become disconnected. It is also neces- 
sary that cable [6 be remote from any part of 
building 10. 

Clamps {8 are applied to cable 16 at spaced 
points along its length with a clamp [8 spaced 
from the ends of the cable, as illustrated in Fig. 
1. After these clamps are applied to the cable, 
the same are anchored by members broadly desig- 
nated by the numeral 20, to portions of building 
i0 or to a part of the machine 12. 

Such method of insulation will fulfill the fore- 
going objects and present an installation capable 
of alteration or adjustment while all present re- 
quirements respecting safety, convenience and 
ruggedness, are met. 

Clamps {8 are capable of adjustment and of 
having their component parts secured to cable 
16 as installation occurs and the anchoring mem- 
bers are so constructed and arranged as to hold 
the clamps and cable in a selected position. 

The form of clamp {8 illustrated in Figs. 
5 and 6 embodies a plurality of separable ele- 


‘ments 22 and 24, longitudinally arched and having 


means in the form of bolts or the like 26 for draw- 
ing elements 22 and 24 together and against cable 
i6. 

An eye or analogous means 28 carried by ele- 
ment 22 is adapted to receive one end of an 
anchoring member 20, shown in Fig. 1. This 


form of clamp (8 is placed at points along cable 
16 where the same is to be bent. 

Figs. 7 to 9 inclusive illustrate a clamp made 
in accordance with a further modification of the 
invention, and while the same embodies all of 


the features of the clamp shown in Figs. 5 and 6, 
structural details thereof are not the same. 

In this type of clamp, elements 162 and 104 are 
longitudinally arched to the desired: degree as is 
the case with the clamp shown in Fig. 5. The 
means for drawing the elements {02 and (84 
against the cable, is the yoke 106 and screw eye 
(88. Element 164 has out-turned lips 118 thereon 
with out-turned marginal flanges {12 cooperating 
to form a cavity within which’ the’ rebent edges 
{14 of yoke (06 are confined when the parts of 
this clamp are operatively assembled, 

Screw eye 168 serves as the means for receiving 
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one end of the anchor 20 as does: eye 28. The- 


ends of element 1094 are beveled as are the ends 
of element 24 for the purpose of protecting the 
insulation on cable 16. : 
In practice the anchoring member 20 may be 
a wire, cable, chain, or the like, which extends 
from clamp {8 to some portion of building: £9 
. that will dispose the said member on the extended 
median axial line between the ends of clamp. {8 
on. which. line is. positioned eye 28 or (08 as the 
case may be. If the end of anchoring member 20 


secured, to building 16. is fixed and it is desired 2 


to adjust the installation at that point, members 
26 or 108 may be loosened and clamp. 18. moved 
along cable 16 to the station desired. 

The type of clamp 18 which is employed near 


the end of cable 16 has elements 202 that embrace : 


cable {§ and. which are held against the latter 
through the medium of bolts or the like 284. The 
eyes 206 on each element 202 respectively, receive 
one end of. anchoring member 210, which, in. this 
instance, has its opposite end secured to a por- 
tion of the machine i2 where that end of cable 
{6 has.its connection. 
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The specific manner of constructing the anchor 
for use with the clamp shown in Figs. 3 and 4, 
is illustrated in Fig. 2. This anchor is substan- 
tially V-shaped with the ends of legs 210 in eyes 
206 while the bight 212 of this member is secured, 
to a part of machine 2 by any chosen means 214. 

From the foregoing it becomes apparent to one 
skilled in the art that the objects of this inven- 
tion might be embodied in structures having 
widely different physical.characteristics, and that 
the clamps and arichors may be installéd to effec- 
tively displace conduits heretofore used. 

Having thus described the invention, what is 
Claimed: as new and desired to be secured by 
Letters Patent is: i 

Supporting. means for flexible cable compris- 


‘ing a pair of separable elements formed to cir- 


cumscribe the: cable when operably mounted 
thereon and to establish a bend in the cable; a 
flexible anchoring member extending an appre- 
ciable distance from the clamp to:a point.of at- 
tachment for one end thereof on a supporting 
structure; and a clamping. member on one of 
the elements for receiving the. opposite end of 
the flexible anchoring member, said member being 
adapted to hold the pair of separable elements 
in their operative position with respect to- each 
other and with the cable, the member being: dis- 
posed on a medial transverse- line of the pair. of 
elements and projecting: outwardly from the:con- 
vex. Side of the bend-formed in the cable whereby 
the support of the anchoring member. is evenly 
distributed along the cable at the bend. therein 
when the anchoring member is in aligament: with... 
the axis of the clamping member. ; a 
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